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TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS - STATUS OF PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 

FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

1 . AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS REPORTED NOVEMBER 29 THAT PRIME 
MINISTER JAYAWARDENE HAD INFORMED HIM BY LETTER THAT HE 
REGRETTED HE COULD NOT EXTEND LOS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
AMERASINGHE'S SERVICE BEYOND FEBRUARY 1978. TO OUR KNOWL- 
EDGE THIS DECISION OF THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT HAS NOT SO 
FAR BEEN MADE PUBLIC. WE HAVE THEREFORE BEEN VERY CIRCUM 
SPECT IN COMMUNICATING OUR INFORMATION TO A VERY LIMITED 
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NUMBER OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS. AS INDICATED BELOW, HOWEVER, 

WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SENIOR UN OFFICIALS AND A FEW 
KEY THIRD WORLD DELEGATES IN NEW YORK WITH A VIEW TO 
CONSIDERING WHAT CAN BE DONE TO PERSUADE THE SRI LANKA 
GOVERNMENT NOT TO GO THROUGH WITH THIS DECISION. THIS 
MESSAGE REQUESTS YOUR ASSISTANCE IN INDUCING THE GOVERN- 
MENTS TO WHICH YOU ARE ACCREDITED TO MAKE DEMARCHES TO THE 
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SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT WHICH WE HOPE MIGHT HAVE THE EFFECT 
OF PERSUADING THEM TO RECONSIDER. 

2. IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT US HAS ABSOLUTELY NO 
INTENTION OF INTERFERING IN INTERNAL DECISIONS OF SRI LANKA 

GOVERNMENT. WHOM THEY APPOINT AS SRI LANKA PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN IS OF COURSE THEIR OWN AFFAIR. 
AMERASINGHE, AS YOU KNOW, IS BOTH SRI LANKA PERMREP TO UN 
AND CHIEF DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE. HE NEED NOT BE 
PERMREP TO SERVE AS CHIEF DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE, 

BUT UNLESS HE IS LATTER HE COULD NO LONGER CONTINUE AS 
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT. 

3. THE FUTURE OF THE CONFERENCE COULD WELL DEPEND ON 
AMERASINGHE'S BEING ABLE TO CONTINUE IN HIS PRESENT CAPA- 
CITY. THE EMERGENCE OF THE INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING 
TEXT FROM THE LAST LOS SESSION GAVE THE PRESIDENT A FAR 
GREATER ROLE THAN HE HAD PREVIOUSLY, WHEN RESPONSIBILITY 
WAS SUBDIVIDED AMONG COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN. MOREOVER, AT 
THE RECENT INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS IN GENEVA AND NEW 
YORK WHICH DISCUSSED THE FUTURE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE, 

IT WAS THE UNANIMOUS VIEW OF KEY CONFERENCE DELEGATES THAT 
AMERASINGHE SHOULD HENCEFORTH TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND BE 
IN CHARGE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. IT WAS ALSO STRONGLY FELT 
THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE FORTHE PRESIDENT TO ESTABLISH 
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WORKING GROUPS FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE MAIN ISSUES TO 
BE DISCUSSED AT AN INTERSESSIONAL MEETING IN EARLY FEBRU- 
ARY, WHICH, IT WAS ALSO AGREED, SHOULD BE CONVENED BY THE 
PRESIDENT HIMSELF. AMERASINGHE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WILL CONVENE A PRELIMINARY MEETING OF ALL DELEGATIONS 
DECEMBER 13 AND 14 IN NEW YORK TO CONSIDER WORK PLANS FOR 
THE CONFERENCE DURING THE INTERSESSIONAL PERIOD. IN SUM, 
THERE IS STRONG AND FULLY REPRESENTATIVE SENTIMENT THAT 
THE PRESIDENT SHOULD, INDEED MUST, BECOME THE CENTRAL 
GUIDING FIGURE OF THE CONFERENCE, A SENTIMENT EXPRESSED 
CATEGORICALLY BY DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ALIKE. 

4. I HAVE BEEN IN CLOSE AND CONTINUING TOUCH WITH 
AMBASSADOR BERNARDO ZULETA, SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM S 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE LOS CONFERENCE, AND THREE 
KEY DELEGATES FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ABOUT WHAT MIGHT 
BE DONE TO PERSUADE JAYAWARDENE NOT TO CARRY OUT HIS 
INTENDED TERMINATION OF AMERASINGHE'S CONTRACT. I HAVE 
DONE THIS VERY QUIETLY, NOT WISHING TO SPREAD THE WORD 
SOONER THAN WOULD BE DESIRABLE. (FYI AMERASINGHE KNOWS 

OF JAYAWARDENE'S INTENTION ALTHOUGH AS OF TODAY HE HAD 
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NOT YET BEEN INFORMED BY COLOMBO. END FYI) ZULETA AND 
THESE THREE DELEGATES ARE APPALLED AT THE NEWS AND AT THE 
PROSPECT OF A CRISIS OVER THE CONFERENCE PRESIDENCY AT 
THIS JUNCTURE. THEY ARE GRAVELY CONCERNED THAT JAYAWAR- 
DENE’S INTENDED ACTION COULD PRECIPITATE A SERIOUS DISPUTE 
IN THE CONFERENCE AND DESTROY THE MOMENTUM WHICH HAS BEEN 
DEVELOPING AND WHICH GIVES SOME PROSPECT THAT WE COULD 

MAKE HEADWAY AT THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE 
BEGINNING AT THE END OF MARCH. 

5. MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN THROUGH THREE KEY THIRD WORLD 
DELEGATES IN NEW YORK TO CONVEY TO THE SRI LANKA GOVERN- 
MENT THE EQUALLY GRAVE CONCERN FELT BY SELECTED THIRD 
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WORLD COUNTRIES. THE ENVISAGED DEMARCHES WOULD NOT BE 
MADE ON THE BASIS OF SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT AMERA- 
SINGHE'S SERVICES WILL BE TERMINATED. BUT RATHER PHRASED 
IN TERMS OF SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT UNCERTAINTY OVER AMERA- 
SINGHE'S STATUS AND THE UNSETTLING EFFECT ON THE CONFER- 
ENCE, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF IMPENDING MAJOR INTERSESSIONAL 
WORK, WHICH THE LACK OF SUCH CERTAINTY CREATES FOR ALL 
DELEGATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME THE PROPOSED DEMARCHES 
WOULD STRESS THE CENTRAL ROLE OF AMERASINGHE AND HIS VITAL 
IMPORTANCE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE. STIMULATING 
SUCH DEMARCHES COULD TAKE TIME, AND TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. 
ACCORDINGLY. I SPOKE TODAY TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM. 
SUGGESTING HE SEND ZULETA TO COLOMBO TO IMPRESS ON THE 
SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE STEP THEY 
PROPOSE TO TAKE. WALDHEIM HAS THIS SUGGESTION UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION. IN ANY CASE HE DOES INTEND TO SEND A MESSAGE 
TO JAYAWARDENE. (YOU SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT OF COURSE 
DIVULGE WALDHEIM S PLANS TO THE GOVERNMENT TO WHICH 
YOU ARE ACCREDITED IN MAKING THE APPROACH WHICH IS SET 
OUT IN PARAS SIX AND SEVEN BELOW.) 

6. FOR AMBASSADOR WEST: FOR YOUR INFORMATION WE HAVE HAD 
INDIRECT WORD FROM AMERASINGHE THAT HE THINKS AN APPROACH 
TO THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS A MISSION IN COLOMBO 
MIGHT HAVE SOME EFFECT. I WOULD THEREFORE BE GRATEFUL 

IF YOU WOULD SEEK THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO 
APPROACH THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT AT THE HIGHEST PRACTICABLE 
LEVEL TO URGE THEM TO MAKE A DEMARCHE TO THE SRI LANKA 
GOVERNMENT, PREFERABLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF, 

ALONG THE LINES OF PARA SEVEN BELOW. 

FOR AMBASSADOR GOHEEN : I SPOKE TO THE NEW INDIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR TO WASHINGTON TODAY TO REQUEST THAT HE CABLE HIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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GOVERNMENT WITH A RECOMMENDATION FOR A HIGH LEVEL INDIAN 
DEMARCHE TO THE COLOMBO GOVERNMENT. HE THOUGHT IT PREFER- 
ABLE. HOWEVER, THAT THIS BE DONE THROUGH OUR OWN CHANNELS. 

I WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE YOUR SEEKING THE FIRST 
POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY TO LAW MINISTER BHUSHAN OUR 
EARNEST HOPE THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD AGREE TO TAKE UP 
WITH PRIME MINISTER JAYAWARDENE THE STATUS OF AMERASINGHE 
ALONG THE LINES OF PARA SEVEN BELOW. 

7. FOR BOTH AMBASSADORS WEST AND GOHEEN: IN YOUR AP 
PROACHES TO YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS YOU MAY SHARE WITH 
THEM ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS THE INFORMATION WE HAVE 
RECEIVED FROM OUR AMBASSADOR IN COLOMBO. PLEASE SUGGEST, 
HOWEVER, THAT IT SEEMS TO US IMPERATIVE, WHEN THE SAUDI 
AND INDIAN GOVERNMENTS MAKE THE APPROACHES WE HOPE THEY 
WILL MAKE, NOT REPEAT NOT TO REFER TO ANY SPECIFIC HARD 
INFORMATION THAT JAYAWARDENE HAS DECIDED TO END AMERA- 
SINGHE'S EMPLOYEMNT. TO DO SO COULD ONLY HARDEN JAYAWAR- 
DENE’S RESOLVE NOT TO RECONSIDER AND IT COULD COMPROMISE 
THE US AS THE SOURCE OF SUCH INFORMATION. RATHER WE HOPE 
THAT THEY MIGHT NOTE THAT THERE IS GROWING UNEASE AMONG 
MANY DELEGATIONS THAT AMERASINGHE'S FUTURE HAS NOT BEEN 
CLARIFIED, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY HAVE HEARD RUMORS 
THAT HE MAY NOT STAY ON; THAT HIS SITUATION IS ESPECIALLY 
UNSETTLING IN VIEW OF THE CNETRAL ROLE THE CONFERENCE 
PRESIDENT WILL AND MUST PLAY DURING THE INTERSESSIONAL 
PERIOD AND AT THE SEVENTH SESSION AS WELL; AND FINALLY, 

THAT THEY HOPE THE SRI LNAKA GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE 
IMPORTANCE TO THE CONFERENCEOFHAVING THE CONTINUED LEADER- 
SHIP OF AMERASINGHE. 

IN TALKING WITH YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS PLEASE CONVEY THE 
DISMAY OF THE US GOVERNMENTATTHE PROSPECT THAT AMERASINGHE 
MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE HIS INDISPENSABLE LEADERSHIP 
ROLE. I HOPE YOU WOULD ALSO EMPHASIZE THE UNANIMITY OF 
VIEWS EXPRESSED BY DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRY REPRE- 
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SENTATIVES AT THE GENEVA AND NEW YORK MEETINGS THAT 
AMERASINGHE IS THE BEST HOPE FOR FORGING A CONSENSUS AS 
THE LOS CONFERENCE ENTERS THE MOST CRITICAL PERIOD IT HAS 
EXPERIENCED SINCE IT WAS CONVENED. I CANNOT OVEREMPHASIZE 
WHAT A GRAVE MISFORTUNE IT WOULD BE FOR ALL OF THE NATIONS 
REPRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE IF WE WERE TO LOSE AMERA- 
SINGHE'S CONSIDERABLE TALENTS AND UNIQUE LEADERSHIP. 
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SUBJECT: LOS - STATUS OF PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 

FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

1 . AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS REPORTED NOVEMBER 29 THAT PRIME 
MINISTER JAYAWARDENE HAD INFORMED HIM BY LETTER THAT HE 
REGRETTED HE COULD NOT EXTEND LOS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
AMERASINGHE'S SERVICE BEYOND FEBRUARY 1978. TO OUR KNOWL- 
EDGE THIS DECISION OF THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT HAS NOT SO 
FAR BEEN MADE PUBLIC. WE HAVE THEREFORE BEEN VERY CIRCUM- 
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SPECT IN COMMUNICATING OUR INFORMATION TO A VERY LIMITED 
NUMBER OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS. AS INDICATED BELOW, HOWEVER, 
WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SENIOR UN OFFICIALS AND A FEW 
KEY THIRD WORLD DELEGATES IN NEW YORK WITH A VIEW TO 
CONSIDERING WHAT CAN BE DONE TO PERSUADE THE SRI LANKA 
GOVERNMENT NOT TO GO THROUGH WITH THIS DECISION. THIS 
MESSAGE REQUESTS YOUR ASSISTANCE IN INDUCING THE GOVERN- 
MENTS TO WHICH YOU ARE ACCREDITED TO MAKE DEMARCHES TO THE 
SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT WHICH WE HOPE MIGHT HAVE THE EFFECT 
OF PERSUADING THEM TO RECONSIDER. 

2. IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT US HAS ABSOLUTELY NO 
INTENTION OF INTERFERING IN INTERNAL DECISIONS OF SRI LANKA 

GOVERNMENT. WHOM THEY APPOINT AS SRI LANKA PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN IS OF COURSE THEIR OWN AFFAIR. 
AMERASINGHE, AS YOU KNOW, IS BOTH SRI LANKA PERMREP TO UN 
AND CHIEF DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE. HE NEED NOT BE 
PERMREP TO SERVE AS CHIEF DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE, 

BUT UNLESS HE IS LATTER HE COULD NO LONGER CONTINUE AS 
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT. 

3. THE FUTURE OF THE CONFERENCE COULD WELL DEPEND ON 
AMERASINGHE'S BEING ABLE TO CONTINUE IN HIS PRESENT CAPA- 
CITY. THE EMERGENCE OF THE INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING 
TEXT FROM THE LAST LOS SESSION GAVE THE PRESIDENT A FAR 
GREATER ROLE THAN HE HAD PREVIOUSLY, WHEN RESPONSIBILITY 
WAS SUBDIVIDED AMONG COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN. MOREOVER, AT 
THE RECENT INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS IN GENEVA AND NEW 
YORK WHICH DISCUSSED THE FUTURE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE, 

IT WAS THE UNANIMOUS VIEW OF KEY CONFERENCE DELEGATES THAT 
AMERASINGHE SHOULD HENCEFORTH TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND BE 
IN CHARGE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. IT WAS ALSO STRONGLY FELT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 286396 

THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE FORTHE PRESIDENT TO ESTABLISH 
WORKING GROUPS FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE MAIN ISSUES TO 
BE DISCUSSED AT AN INTERSESSIONAL MEETING IN EARLY FEBRU- 
ARY, WHICH, IT WAS ALSO AGREED, SHOULD BE CONVENED BY THE 
PRESIDENT HIMSELF. AMERASINGHE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WILL CONVENE A PRELIMINARY MEETING OF ALL DELEGATIONS 
DECEMBER 13 AND 14 IN NEW YORK TO CONSIDER WORK PLANS FOR 
THE CONFERENCE DURING THE INTERSESSIONAL PERIOD. IN SUM, 
THERE IS STRONG AND FULLY REPRESENTATIVE SENTIMENT THAT 
THE PRESIDENT SHOULD, INDEED MUST, BECOME THE CENTRAL 
GUIDING FIGURE OF THE CONFERENCE, A SENTIMENT EXPRESSED 
CATEGORICALLY BY DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRY REPRE- 
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SENTATIVES ALIKE. 

4. I HAVE BEEN IN CLOSE AND CONTINUING TOUCH WITH 
AMBASSADOR BERNARDO ZULETA. SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM S 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE LOS CONFERENCE, AND THREE 
KEY DELEGATES FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ABOUT WHAT MIGHT 
BE DONE TO PERSUADE JAYAWARDENE NOT TO CARRY OUT HIS 
INTENDED TERMINATION OF AMERASINGHE'S CONTRACT. I HAVE 
DONE THIS VERY QUIETLY, NOT WISHING TO SPREAD THE WORD 
SOONER THAN WOULD BE DESIRABLE. (FYI AMERASINGHE KNOWS 

OF JAYAWARDENE'S INTENTION ALTHOUGH AS OF TODAY HE HAD 
NOT YET BEEN INFORMED BY COLOMBO. END FYI) ZULETA AND 
THESE THREE DELEGATES ARE APPALLED AT THE NEWS AND AT THE 
PROSPECT OF A CRISIS OVER THE CONFERENCE PRESIDENCY AT 
THIS IUNCTURE. THEY ARE GRAVELY CONCERNED THAT JAYAWAR- 
DENE’S INTENDED ACTION COULD PRECIPITATE A SERIOUS DISPUTE 
IN THE CONFERENCE AND DESTROY THE MOMENTUM WHICH HAS BEEN 
DEVELOPING AND WHICH GIVES SOME PROSPECT THAT WE COULD 

MAKE HEADWAY AT THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE 
BEGINNING AT THE END OF MARCH. 

5. MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN THROUGH THREE KEY THIRD WORLD 
DELEGATES IN NEW YORK TO CONVEY TO THE SRI LANKA GOVERN- 
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MENT THE EQUALLY GRAVE CONCERN FELT BY SELECTED THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES. THE ENVISAGED DEMARCHES WOULD NOT BE 
MADE ON THE BASIS OF SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT AMERA- 
SINGHE'S SERVICES WILL BE TERMINATED. BUT RATHER PHRASED 
IN TERMS OF SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT UNCERTAINTY OVER AMERA- 
SINGHE'S STATUS AND THE UNSETTLING EFFECT ON THE CONFER- 
ENCE, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF IMPENDING MAJOR INTERSESSIONAL 
WORK, WHICH THE LACK OF SUCH CERTAINTY CREATES FOR ALL 
DELEGATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME THE PROPOSED DEMARCHES 
WOULD STRESS THE CENTRAL ROLE OF AMERASINGHE AND HIS VITAL 
IMPORTANCE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE. STIMULATING 
SUCH DEMARCHES COULD TAKE TIME, AND TIME 
IS OF THE ESSENCE. 

ACCORDINGLY. I SPOKE TODAY TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM. 
SUGGESTING HE SEND ZULETA TO COLOMBO TO IMPRESS ON THE 
SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE STEP THEY 
PROPOSE TO TAKE. WALDHEIM HAS THIS SUGGESTION UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION. IN ANY CASE HE DOES INTEND TO SEND A MESSAGE 
TO JAYAWARDENE. (YOU SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT OF COURSE 
DIVULGE WALDHEIM S PLANS TO THE GOVERNMENT TO WHICH 
YOU ARE ACCREDITED IN MAKING THE APPROACH WHICH IS SET 
OUT IN PARAS SIX AND SEVEN BELOW.) 

6. FOR AMBASSADOR WEST: FOR YOUR INFORMATION WE HAVE HAD 
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INDIRECT WORD FROM AMERASINGHE THAT HE THINKS AN APPROACH 
TO THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS A MISSION IN COLOMBO 
MIGHT HAVE SOME EFFECT. I WOULD THEREFORE BE GRATEFUL 
IF YOU WOULD SEEK THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO 
APPROACH THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT AT THE HIGHEST PRACTICABLE 
LEVEL TO URGE THEM TO MAKE A DEMARCHE TO THE SRI LANKA 
GOVERNMENT, PREFERABLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF, 

ALONG THE LINES OF PARA SEVEN BELOW. 
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FOR AMBASSADOR GOHEEN : I SPOKE TO THE NEW INDIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR TO WASHINGTON TODAY TO REQUEST THAT HE CABLE HIS 
GOVERNMENT WITH A RECOMMENDATION FOR A HIGH LEVEL INDIAN 
DEMARCHE TO THE COLOMBO GOVERNMENT. HE THOUGHT IT PREFER- 
ABLE, HOWEVER, THAT THIS BE DONE THROUGH OUR OWN CHANNELS. 

I WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE YOUR SEEKING THE FIRST 
POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY TO LAW MINISTER BHUSHAN OUR 
EARNEST HOPE THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD AGREE TO TAKE UP 
WITH PRIME MINISTER JAYAWARDENE THE STATUS OF AMERASINGHE 
ALONG THE LINES OF PARA SEVEN BELOW. 

7. FOR BOTH AMBASSADORS WEST AND GOHEEN: IN YOUR AP 
PROACHES TO YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS YOU MAY SHARE WITH 
THEM ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS THE INFORMATION WE HAVE 
RECEIVED FROM OUR AMBASSADOR IN COLOMBO. PLEASE SUGGEST, 
HOWEVER, THAT IT SEEMS TO US IMPERATIVE, WHEN THE SAUDI 
AND INDIAN GOVERNMENTS MAKE THE APPROACHES WE HOPE THEY 
WILL MAKE, NOT REPEAT NOT TO REFER TO ANY SPECIFIC HARD 
INFORMATION THAT JAYAWARDENE HAS DECIDED TO END AMERA- 
SINGHE'S EMPLOYEMNT. TO DO SO COULD ONLY HARDEN JAYAWAR- 
DENE’S RESOLVE NOT TO RECONSIDER AND IT COULD COMPROMISE 
THE US AS THE SOURCE OF SUCH INFORMATION. RATHER WE HOPE 
THAT THEY MIGHT NOTE THAT THERE IS GROWING UNEASE AMONG 
MANY DELEGATIONS THAT AMERASINGHE'S FUTURE HAS NOT BEEN 
CLARIFIED, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY HAVE HEARD RUMORS 
THAT HE MAY NOT STAY ON; THAT HIS SITUATION IS ESPECIALLY 
UNSETTLING IN VIEW OF THE CNETRAL ROLE THE CONFERENCE 
PRESIDENT WILL AND MUST PLAY DURING THE INTERSESSIONAL 
PERIOD AND AT THE SEVENTH SESSION AS WELL; AND FINALLY, 

THAT THEY HOPE THE SRI LNAKA GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE 
IMPORTANCE TO THE CONFERENCEOFHAVING THE CONTINUED LEADER- 
SHIP OF AMERASINGHE. 

IN TALKING WITH YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS PLEASE CONVEY THE 
DISMAY OF THE US GOVERNMENTATTHE PROSPECT THAT AMERASINGHE 
MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE HIS INDISPENSABLE LEADERSHIP 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ROLE. I HOPE YOU WOULD ALSO EMPHASIZE THE UNANIMITY OF 
VIEWS EXPRESSED BY DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES AT THE GENEVA AND NEW YORK MEETINGS THAT 
AMERASINGHE IS THE BEST HOPE FOR FORGING A CONSENSUS AS 
THE LOS CONFERENCE ENTERS THE MOST CRITICAL PERIOD IT HAS 
EXPERIENCED SINCE IT WAS CONVENED. I CANNOT OVEREMPHASIZE 
WHAT A GRAVE MISFORTUNE IT WOULD BE FOR ALL OF THE NATIONS 
REPRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE IF WE WERE TO LOSE AMERA- 
SINGHE'S CONSIDERABLE TALENTS AND AND UNIQUE LEADERSHIP. 
VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, LAW OF THE SEA, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL RECALL 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE286396 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AGJAMES/MW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770444-0803 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712104/aaaadkoz.tel 

Line Count: 453 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 06f0cefb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN DLOS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 9 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 111821 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS - STATUS OF PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

TAGS: PLOS, PORG, (JAYEWARDENE, J R), (AMERASINGHE, HAMILTON SHIRLEY), (WRIGGINS, W HOWARD) 

To: JIDDA NEW DELHI 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/06f0cefb-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



